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Yesterday the Senate—I want to thank
them—I’ve given them such grief because
they’ve been so slow confirming my appoint-
ments, but yesterday they did confirm 16
judges. So I thank Senator Lott and the Sen-
ate for doing that, and I hope it is the begin-
ning of a trend. And I hope that trend will
include Dolly Gee from California.

I think we should adopt hate crimes legis-
lation. I think we ought to pass—I think we
ought to pass the ‘‘Employment Non-Dis-
crimination Act.’’ I think that people—I think
that every school in this country should have
programs which bring different people to-
gether. And if the student body is not diverse,
they ought to bring people in from outside
to talk, to ask questions, to understand what
it is about all these myriad people that make
up America that are different and what it is
we have in common. I think this is pro-
foundly important.

And so I will just leave you with this. I’ve
had a great time. You’ve been good to me.
I’m not done. We’re going to get a lot of
things done in the next 7 months. But you,
through this organization and other efforts,
have been brought into the mainstream of
American public debate. You unite people
across all kinds of ethnic and cultural lines
and religious lines because of your common
Asian-Pacific heritage—also, different philo-
sophical and political lines. But true to your
values, you can have a pivotal effect in getting
America to take this millennial year to ask
and answer the question, what will we do
with this moment of good fortune?

You know, nothing lasts forever. And that
keeps us going through the bad times, know-
ing that nothing lasts forever. But in good
times, it means we must be careful, vigilant.
We must nurture and be grateful for these
opportunities and make the most of them.

So I ask you to think about that. If I were
to receive a vision from heaven tonight that
I was going to pass from this Earth tomorrow,
and I could have one wish, and God said,
‘‘Now, I’m not a genie, you don’t get three
wishes. I’ll just give you one.’’ I would wish
for us to be one America, genuinely one
America, because we’ve got hundreds of sto-
ries in this room that illustrate there is noth-
ing that we cannot achieve if we’re given a
chance, a fair chance, and if we understand

that everybody matters, everybody has got a
role to play, and we all do better when we
help each other. It’s a simple little formula
in the digital age, but it will carry us right
where we need to go. And you can make sure
it happens.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:20 p.m. at the
Capitol Hilton. In his remarks, he referred to
former Representative Norman Y. Mineta, chair-
man, Asian Pacific American Institute for Con-
gressional Studies; Virgin Islands Delegate Donna
M.C. Christensen; and Dolly M. Gee, nominee
for U.S. District Judge for the Central District
of California. The President also referred to APA,
the Asian Pacific American Caucus.

Remarks at the Sons of Italy
Foundation Dinner
May 25, 2000

Well, thank you for the warm welcome.
I am delighted to be here. I’m sorry to be
late. I got here in time to see Mario
Andretti’s film, or at least to hear it. And I
want to begin by congratulating Mario
Andretti and Connie Stevens on their award
and congratulating you on honoring them.

I was, today—the reason I had to be a little
late tonight is, I’d been forced to go to Rhode
Island. I had to go to a memorial service
today for a friend of mine. And then when
I came back, I stopped by the Asian-Pacific
American dinner tonight. And I brought
Mary Beth Cahill, my Director of Public Li-
aison. Now, she’s Irish. I’m Irish. We went
to the Asian-Pacific dinner, and then we
came to the Sons of Italy dinner. Is this a
great country, or what? [Laughter]

I want to thank all the Members of Con-
gress who are here: Michael Capuano, Rosa
DeLauro, Peter DeFazio, Nick Lampson,
Dave Weldon. And I know John LaFalce was
here, and since he’s from New York, I think
I’ll mention him anyway. [Laughter]

I want to—I see Ambassador Salleo back
there. Thank you, sir, for representing your
country so well. And our U.S. Ambassador
to Hungary has come all the way back, Peter
Tufo, thank you. Thank you, Paul Polo.
Thank you, Phil Piccigallo. Thank you, Phil
Boncore.
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And I’d also like to recognize one of my
heroes, since I’m a baseball nut, Tommy
Lasorta, and Vic Damone. And Vince
Panvini, the Sheet Metal Workers’ president,
thank you.

You know, I do a lot of these dinners. And
I never come so late, but normally by this
hour, people are beginning to flag. But you
look pretty lively to me tonight. [Laughter]
And I don’t think it’s me. I think, the es-
presso, maybe. [Laughter]

I am going to follow tonight the admoni-
tion of one of the greatest of all Italians, Cic-
ero, who was a pretty fair speaker. He said
this: ‘‘Brevity is the best recommendation of
a speech.’’ So I agree with that, except when
it comes to the State of the Union. [Laugh-
ter] And Cicero never had to give one of
those, so I forgive him.

Let me begin by saying that obviously this
is the last one of these dinners I will attend
as President. Many of you have helped me
and the Vice President and our administra-
tion family over 71⁄2 years, especially when
it comes to advancing the cause of education.
I thank you for what you do for the young
people every year, and I hope to meet your
young honorees tonight, which you’ve given
the scholarships to. And I thank you very
much for what you’ve done for us over these
last 71⁄2 years.

I’d also like to say how profoundly in-
debted I am to the host of Italian-Americans
who have served in this administration:
today, my Chief of Staff is John Podesta, the
second Italian-American chief of staff I have
had; my Deputy Chief of Staff, Steve
Ricchetti; the Counselor to the Chief of Staff,
Karen Tramontano; my Director of Commu-
nications, Loretta Ucelli; my Deputy Press
Secretary, Jennifer Palmieri; and that’s just
the beginning. I used to joke with them that
someday, someone would file an affirmative
action suit against me for having too many
Italians in the administration. [Laughter] But
I’m very glad also to have Secretary Andrew
Cuomo, who’s done a terrific job, and I want
to thank him.

I want to also thank the Italian-American
community for the contributions that so
many millions have made to the progress of
America these last 71⁄2 years—to the eco-
nomic progress, the social progress, bringing

the values of immigrants, of hard work, faith,
and family, to the forefront of America and
bringing us together.

And I want to make basically just two
points, very briefly, that I think are consistent
with what the Sons of Italy have done for
90 years now and more. First of all, you may
have noticed that this is an election year. It’s
the first time in 26 years I haven’t been on
the ballot, so I haven’t paid much attention
to it—[laughter]—but I’m told that this is
an election year. Most of the time, I’m okay
about not being on the ballot.

But what I want to say to you is this: I’ve
done everything I know to do to help our
country deal with the challenges that have
faced us at the end of the 20th century and
the beginning of the 21st. We are now in
a once-in-a-lifetime position, in terms of the
strength of our economy, in terms of the
strengthening of our social fabric, in terms
of our security position in the world, and I
believe the great question in this millennial
year is, what are we going to do with this
good fortune?

And those of you, at least in this audience,
who are over 30 can all remember at least
one time in your lives when you made a mis-
take—a personal mistake or a professional or
a business mistake or, if you’re in politics,
a political mistake, not because things were
going so poorly but because things were
going so well, you thought there were no con-
sequences to a lapse in judgment, to taking
the immediate path rather than the long
view.

The whole history of Italian-Americans is
the history of people who overcame obsta-
cles, strengthened their families, made sac-
rifices today for the benefit of tomorrow. And
what I hope and pray for Americans, without
regard to whether they’re Democrats or Re-
publicans or independents, is that we will
take advantage of this precious opportunity.
We have to ask ourselves, what are we going
to do with this good fortune to build the fu-
ture of our dreams for our children and our
grandchildren? How are we going to meet
the big challenges still out there? What about
the people in places who have been left be-
hind by this prosperity?
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A couple of days ago we had what is, to
me, one of my most moving days as Presi-
dent, when we had a large number of Mem-
bers of Congress, including a couple who are
in this room tonight, join the Speaker of the
House and me to announce that we had
reached a bipartisan agreement that I hope
will pass the House and the Senate unani-
mously to give investors, like some of you
in this room, the same tax incentives and
other incentives to invest in poor neighbor-
hoods in urban and rural America and our
Native American reservations we give you to
invest in poor areas overseas and around the
world. That’s a big issue.

What are we going to do to make sure all
of our children have world-class educations,
and they can all go on to college? What are
we going to do to reward work and help peo-
ple balance work and family, the most impor-
tant question many people face?

How will we manage the aging of Amer-
ica? What’s going to happen to Social Secu-
rity? What’s going to happen to Medicare?
What about the families that are taking care
of their parents in long-term care? How are
they going to deal with that?

The average life expectancy of anybody
that lives to be 65 today in America is 82,
and it will soon be a lot higher. When we
get the full decoding of the human genome
sometime later this year, it will spark the
most amazing revolution in the biological
sciences we have ever seen. And I wouldn’t
be surprised if there are young people in this
audience today who will have children over
the next 20 years who literally will be able
to look forward to a life expectancy of about
100 years.

Now, that is a high-class problem. But it
means we have to do more to prepare the
way. We’ve got to give seniors prescription
drugs so they can live healthier and better
as well as longer. We’ve got to deal with this.
If a family’s going to take care of a loved
one, an elderly or disabled loved one, we’ve
got to help them do that. They ought to have
some sort of tax break to do that.

I think these things are very important.
But they’re big questions, and they don’t
have any simple partisan answers. They’re
people issues.

How are we going to deal with the new
security challenges from terrorists and rogue
states and narcotraffickers? Someone told me
the Ambassador from Colombia is here to-
night. The next big national security chal-
lenge we have is getting the Congress to pass
America’s share of helping to save the oldest
democracy in Latin America, in Colombia,
and I hope all of you will support that. We
have got to prove that a free system of free
people can defeat narcotraffickers and civil
war and terrorists. We’ve got to prove that.

But to me, the most important thing of
all is, as we become more and more a nation
of immigrants, how shall we remain one
America? How will we celebrate our diver-
sity? I don’t believe in tolerating difference.
I think it should be celebrated and enjoyed.
This is a more interesting country, don’t you
think? That it’s growing more diverse?

You know, when I was over—at the Asian
dinner tonight, there are people from at least
25 different national groups, speaking over
75 different native languages, from hundreds
of different ethnic groups, just in the Asian-
American community alone. Across the river
here in Alexandria, there is one school dis-
trict that has children in it whose parents
speak over 180 languages as their first lan-
guage.

Now, in a global economy and an increas-
ingly global society, this is a godsend. But
we don’t have time anymore, or the luxury,
for people to endure some of the prejudice
and discrimination that the Italians and the
Irish went through when they came here;
that the Japanese felt when they were put
in the internment camps in World War II;
that we still see in the hate crimes around
this country.

So I hope you will help us to support the
hate crimes legislation, the ‘‘Employment
Non-Discrimination Act,’’ and even more im-
portant, genuine efforts in every community
and every school to expose our children to
all the differences that make up America
today, to let them appreciate them and re-
spect them and celebrate them and recognize
that the only way we’re ever going to hold
our ship of state together is to find that in-
credible balance between loving our ethnic
diversity and understanding that our com-
mon humanity is even more important.
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It’s probably too late in the evening for
such heavy stuff, but this is my last shot, and
I thought I’d take it. [Laughter]

Again let me say, I thank you. I’ve had
a wonderful time. The country’s in good
shape. You have to decide what to do with
it.

You want to be able to tell your children
and your grandchildren that when the cen-
tury turned and when we started a new mil-
lennium, America was not just in good shape
but you made the most of it, that we were
a good friend and a good neighbor to the
rest of the world and that we built a new
future for all our people. That’s what you
want to be able to say.

And so whatever your political back-
ground, whatever your predisposition, be
Italian this election year. Think about family.
Think about work. Think about the future.
Think about your grandchildren. And give it
all you’ve got.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 p.m. in the
Great Hall at the National Building Museum. In
his remarks, he referred to former professional
race car driver Mario Andretti; entertainers
Connie Stevens and Vic Damone; Ferdinando
Salleo, Italian Ambassador to the United States;
Luiz Alberto Moreno, Colombian Ambassador to
the United States; Paul S. Polo, president, Sons
of Italy Foundation; Philip R. Piccigallo, national
executive director, and Philip R. Boncore, national
first vice president, Order Sons of Italy in Amer-
ica; and former Los Angeles Dodgers manager
Tommy Lasorta.

Remarks Announcing the Coral Reef
and Marine Protected Areas
Initiatives at Assateague Island,
Maryland
May 26, 2000

Thank you very much. Well, first, I want
to thank all of our previous speakers. As so
often happens when I get up to speak, what
needs to be said has already been said.

Thank you, Carolyn Cummins, for your
kind words and for your years and years of
leadership, for Assateague Island and for
these beaches. I want to thank the park su-
perintendent, Marc Koenings. This is his last
week here, because he has just gotten a new

assignment at the Gateway National Recre-
ation Area in New York Harbor, a place I’ve
gotten a little more interested in, in the last
few months. [Laughter] So he’s got a very
good assignment, and I wish him well.

I want to thank Sylvia Earle, the explorer-
in-residence at National Geographic and, in
a way, an explorer in residence for the Amer-
ican citizens, as you just heard. I want to
thank also the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administrator Jim Baker and Deputy
Secretary of the Interior David Haynes, who
are here.

And I’d also like to recognize the elected
officials, particularly the Maryland delegation
from the United States Congress, who have
been just terrific on these environmental
issues: Senator Barbara Mikulski. Thank you,
Senator. She came dressed to spend the day
here. I hope she does. [Laughter] I want to
thank Senator Paul Sarbanes for being here.
When I came up, he said, ‘‘You know, this
is my part of Maryland. And my mother is
here, and she is celebrating her 92d birthday
today.’’ So welcome to Mrs. Sarbanes, we’re
glad to see you. Thank you. Give her a hand.
That’s great. [Applause] She’s also got the
coolest sunglasses of anybody here, I might
add. [Laughter]

I’d like to thank Representatives Wayne
Gilchrest, to my left, and Ben Cardin to my
right for being here. And I’d like to recognize
a guest from all the way across the country,
Representative Sam Farr from northern Cali-
fornia. He represents the district where
Monterey Bay is, where we had our oceans
conference 2 years ago, and he’s a great
friend of the environment. Thank you, Sam
Farr, for being here.

I’d also like to thank the mayors, the coun-
cil members, the State legislators who met
me here. And I’d like to recognize Carl Zim-
merman, the chief of research management
of the Assateague National Island Seashore,
for your work. Thank you all for being here.

Well, I came down here today to get ahead
of the Memorial Day rush. [Laughter] And
I didn’t want all of you who wanted to sit
here to be lost in the stampede of fun-seek-
ers. But I thank you for coming. We all know
that this weekend marks the opening of the
summer beach season, and by the millions,
Americans will flock to our coastlines.
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